Worth the

Call

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

• State of the art water extraction equipment
• Drying & dehumidification
• Vortex drying – heat drying
• Mold remediation
• Thermal imaging
• Water damage restoration
• Dedicated project managers

800-993-9345 • www.on-sitecorporation.com • prp@on-sitecorporation.com
On-Site, where quality and customer care is our first concern.
We understand how important it is to your business that
our work be fast, reliable and most importantly done right the
first time. Our technicians are IICRC, mold, asbestos and lead
certified to provide your customers with quality workmanship.
On-Site has developed our Partner Referral Program to
encourage plumbing contractors to call us for water losses.

Please contact us to sign up for this rewarding program!
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President’s Message

Bill Christ

This is an article from Jim Olsztynski that was first published
in the Plumbing & Mechanical magazine in October, 2010.
It is with his permission that I have it reprinted for you.

You won’t often find in this space praise for government
bureaucrats, but let’s give credit where it’s due. Late last July
California’s Contractors State License Board (CSLB) mounted
an undercover sting operation in conjunction with San Diego law
enforcement agencies and the California Department of Insurance
that nabbed 13 violators of the state’s home improvement licensing
laws. Four HVAC contractors and one plumbing contractor were
among them. Bravo!
Sure, a cynic could point out that the busted trades people
represent on a miniscule percentage of unlicensed contractors
operating in the state or even in the San Diego area. Yet by
publicizing the sting to both the trades press and general news
media, the CSLB’s action makes it reverberate far beyond the
individuals who got caught. Publicity causes all unlicensed
contractors to look over their shoulders. This is the type of activity
that licensing boards ought to be doing more of, along with publicity
campaigns that inform home and building owners about the dangers

of using unlicensed
trades people and
how to turn them in.
Unlicensed operators typically do not carry workers;
compensation and professional liability insurance. Owners may
be held liable if a worker is hurt on their property and left without
financial recourse if something goes wrong with the project. Most
property owners are totally in the dark about such things in their
quest to find someone who works cheap. Some jurisdictions have
mounted public awareness advertising campaigns to educate the
public about the potentially costly consequences of using unlicensed
trades peoples. Often these advertisements are considered public
service announcements and are run for free by local media outlets.
I’ve also seen ads in some states notifying homeowners they are
under no legal obligation to pay for work performed by unlicensed
people. If this tactic became widespread, we’d likely see a steep
decline in unlicensed work.

IT’S EASY

TO LOVE A

ROCKFORD
SEPARATOR
Call today – you’ll like
our customer service.

Tap into 40 years of
engineering experience.

Select from our
extensive inventories...

Put highly productive capabilities and
people to work on your custom project...

Sting operations are more complex undertakings that require
considerable resources in both money and manpower. That’s why
they are so rare. But it’s a better use of licensing agency resources
than what most of them do.
This amounts mostly to a lot of paper shuffling and harassment
of licensed contractors who fail to dot an “I” or cross a “t”. Skewed
enforcement priorities come about because contractors who play by
the rules are easy to identify and scrutinize.
If you qualify for a license, pay the fee, pull required permits
and call for inspections, it’s easy to keep track of your activities and
nitpick your jobs. It takes much more effort to uncover illegal work
taking place and mete out penalties sufficient to discourage it. In
many jurisdictions the most severe penalty for trade malfeasance
is loss of license, but what does that matter to someone who never
bothers to get one?
Licensing bureaucrats and their trade allies constantly complain
about lack of funds to hire enough inspectors. However the real
problem with most licensing agencies is not so much a lack of
firepower as aim. Just as communities can’t afford to put a cop on
every street corner, there will never be enough money to inspect
every jobsite, and funding shortages will only get worse given
the dire state of public finances throughout the country. Instead of
crying poverty, licensing authorities need to be more imaginative
in finding ways to get the biggest bang for their bucks. Public
awareness campaigns and sting operations can achieve more than
a couple of extra inspectors in protecting the public and knocking
unlicensed tradespeople out of their comfort zone.

Contact your local rep:
Taggart-Knight Group
32985 Hamilton Ct. #102
Farmington Hills, Mi.USA
248-553-4388
info@taggartco.com
www.taggartco.com

Laws that go unenforced are worse than no laws at all,
because they engender disrespect for the law. Where licensing
laws are routinely circumvented with little threat of penalty, those
jurisdictions might be better off with no licensing at all. At least
that way the conscientious contractors would have a level playing
field with those who don’t give a hoot.
Let’s also remind ourselves that the ranks of inspectors could be
increased by tens of thousands at no additional cost if duly licensed
contractors would take it upon themselves to self-police their
trades. Legitimate contractors and their crews are plugged into the
local grapevine and often know of work that’s taking place on the
sly by people without proper credentials.
There’s a time and a place for “mind your own business,” but
this isn’t one of them. Take a deep breath and start blowing that
whistle. Your industry, your business and public heal and safety will
all be better off because of it.
Editor’s note: MPMCA has addressed the problem of unlicensed
contractors by sponsoring and enacting in 2002, Act 733 P.A.
2002. These major revisions to the plumbing licensing statute in
Michigan have lead to an extensive number of license revocations,
suspension, restitutions, and prosecutions of unlicensed persons.
The Plumbing Division of the Bureau of Construction Codes
has indicated the revision to the Plumbing licensing act are to
be credited for these improvements. We continue to encourage
plumbing contractors to be observant of local unlicensed activities
and report such activities to authorities.

Looking for a more satisfying relationship
with your separator source?
Then you’ve come to the right place. We’ve been treating customers
right for 40 years. We spoil them with exceptional service,
engineering expertise, and all the resources you would expect
from an industry leader. Our customers love that we build custom,
engineered-specific designs for everything from
an NFL stadium, to military facilities, to your
new supermarket down the street.
Our customers know we’re passionate about
taking care of all their needs at every stage of
the project.
Call us today. You’ll love the experience.

Any size – from 1 gallon to 50,000 gallon,
including double-wall construction!

Meet our people.
Visit www.rkfdseparators.com

5159 28th Avenue, Rockford, IL 61109 • www.rkfdseparators.com
815.229.5077 • 800.747.5077 • Fax 815.229.5108

ptimize.
™
The Zone Sentry zone valve
has more smarts.
In fact, it’s so smart its technology
and micro-circuit logic controls
are patented.

93% less energy and uses less
components, handling up to
12 valves per standard 40 VA
transformer.
The most efficient system you
can install.

The Zone Sentry uses
less resources.
The Zone Sentry draws up to

Combined with a Taco 00-VDT
circulator, the Zone Sentry

www.taco-hvac.com
e-smart™ is our way of helping you quickly identify our most resource-saving products.
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creates the most efficient
hydronic system available. Read
about more great features online
at www.taco-hvac.com/flopro.

LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

Where to Buy
®

West Michigan MCA

Products

ALPENA SUPPLY
Alpena..............................................................(989) 354-2181
ART’S PLBG SUPPLY
Detroit..............................................................(313) 371-8888
Westland.........................................................(734) 729-3110
BEHLER-YOUNG
Ann Arbor......................................................(734) 761-5511
Flint.....................................................................(810) 743-1160
Grand Rapids................................................(616) 531-3400
Jackson..............................................................(517) 789-7191
Kalamazoo......................................................(269) 343-5504
Lansing..............................................................(517) 371-1770
Livonia...............................................................(734) 524-0623
Muskegon........................................................(231) 733-4421
New Hudson................................................(248) 437-3070
Bloomfield Hills............................................(248) 335-6527
Saginaw.............................................................(989) 799-4805
Taylor.................................................................(734) 374-8231
Toledo, Oh.....................................................(419) 727-8700
Traverse City.................................................(231) 946-7391
Warren.............................................................(586) 779-1730
H.L. CLAEY’S
Oxford..............................................................(586) 268-2666
Warren.............................................................(586) 264-2561
CURRENT ELECTRIC
Ann Arbor......................................................(734) 222-6400
Troy.....................................................................(248) 689-8000
Ypsilanti............................................................(734) 484-5200
DURO SUPPLY
Bay City............................................................(517) 894-2811
ENERGY CONSULTANTS
Milford..............................................................(248) 685-8336
FERGUSON SUPPLY
Big Rapids.......................................................(231) 796-4889
Grand Rapids................................................(616) 456-1688
Muskegon........................................................(616) 733-4447
Petoskey...........................................................(231) 348-1168
Traverse City.................................................(231) 947-3581
FERGUSON ENTERPRISES
Port Huron....................................................(810) 987-3111
GREAT LAKES SUPPLY
Gaylord............................................................(989) 732-5600
Petoskey...........................................................(231) 347-8771
H & E SUPPLY
Warren.............................................................(586) 756-3900
HODGES SUPPLY
Flint.....................................................................(810) 239-9421
Pontiac..............................................................(248) 858-2605
J.A.R. COMPANY
Bay City............................................................(989) 686-8507
JOCK & MELDRUM
Mt. Clemens..................................................(586) 463-0547
M SUPPLY
West Branch.................................................(517) 345-0727
MICHIGAN SUPPLY
Lansing..............................................................(517) 484-6444
MIDWEST SUPPLY
St. Ignace.........................................................(906) 643-7580
Traverse City.................................................(231) 943-3071
NORTHWEST PIPE
Brighton...........................................................(517) 546-7473
Mio......................................................................(517) 826-6767
NU-WAY SUPPLY
Gaylord............................................................(517) 732-5196
Highland...........................................................(248) 889-9666
Imlay City.........................................................(810) 724-2385
Utica...................................................................(586) 731-4000
PEERLESS SUPPLY
Adrian...............................................................(517) 263-2158
Monroe............................................................(734) 242-3655
SCHNEIDER WATER SUPPLY
Chesterfield....................................................(810) 749-6060
SID HARVEY
Marquette .................................................... (906) 226-2186
TALASKI
Bad Axe...........................................................(517) 269-7444
UNIVERSAL ELECTRIC PROD.
Farmington.....................................................(248) 476-9500
Grand Rapids................................................(616) 784-5039
Howell..............................................................(517) 546-9661
Kalamazoo......................................................(269) 226-9772
Traverse City.................................................(231) 933-0755
WHOLESALE OIL & GAS
Detroit..............................................................(313) 984-5555

•

•

•

•

Mark Matteson spoke to three different
audiences on “Technician Sales & Lead
Generation without Increasing Overhead”
and “Shifting Gears: How to Prosper in
a Down Economy.” Workshops began at
7:30 in the morning and went past 8 pm!
Mark has been called ‘A Street Scholar’,
‘an Idea Reporter’ and ‘Edutaining Humorist’. Workshop participants completed
the workshops with notable take-aways to
apply to their careers & businesses!
The WMMCA offices moved 1.38 miles
east to 3221 Three Mile Rd NW Grand
Rapids, MI 49534;doubling our square
footage of office space, adding parking
and much more! (Other contact information remains the same.) Stop by our new
offices when in the area!
The WMMCA Christmas Party was held
at the B.O.B., downtown Grand Rapids;
with 99 contractors, spouses and special
guests including UA174 management:
Mark Mangione, Jeff Wilkerson, Nate
Phillips, retired WMMCA Executive
Director Ted Vanderson and wife Shirley,
and MPMCA Executive Director Cindy
Maher and husband Mitch. This event is a
great opportunity for contractors, spouses
and UA174 management to network.
Ruth Ekkens, wife of WMMCA President Rick Ekkens, hosted the WMMCA’s
annual luncheon for UA174 clerical
staff: Teri DeWeerd, Terra Maycroft, and
Sharon Christopher.
Kathy Crosby, president & owner of C2
Consulting Inc, a firm that provides financial, safety & other consulting services

•

•

•

•

and training presented workshops to over
50 participants at the UA174 Hall. Her
morning workshop was titled “Managing
Project Risk Through Solid Documentation”. Jerry Hines, UA174 Training
Coordinator, remarked “Kathy is very
knowledgeable. I encouraged journeymen and apprentices to participate in her
workshops.” Kathy’s afternoon workshop
focused on “Knowing the Score”:
The WMMCA appreciates the use of
UA174 facilities for seminars and workshops.
Rick Ekkens, WMMCA President; Mark
Mangione,UA174 Business Manager;
Jeff Wilkerson,UA174 Assistant Business
Manager; and Cindy Morse, WMMCA
Executive Director participate in monthly
Labor Management meetings to discuss
industry relevant issues.
The WMMCA website, http://wmmca.
org/, has been enhanced to include the
UA174/ WMMCA collective bargaining agreement, manpower request form,
substance abuse policy and employee
termination notice.
The West Michigan Mechanical Contractors Association was established to represent and service, its members in Grand
Rapids, Muskegon and the Lakeshore
areas of Michigan. Association members
dedicate themselves to quality, dependability, safety, education and community
service as they serve as the primary liaison for labor relations and multi-employer
collective bargaining.
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LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

MCA Detroit

MCA DETROIT’S HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

Contractors and their guests celebrated the
holiday season on Friday, December 10th, at
Metro Detroit
Plumbing
Industry Training
MCA Detroit’s the
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Open
House
Center in Troy, Michigan. Attendees were
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first female Training Center graduate licensed by the state.

Bill James, Jim Bruner, Adrienne Bennett
Bill James, Jim Bruner, Adrienne Bennett

MCA Detroit’s Holiday Open House
Contractors and their guests celebrated the holiday season
on Friday, December 10th, at the Metro Detroit Plumbing
Industry Training Center in Troy, Michigan. Attendees were
entertained with music by The Sunset Boulevard Band. One
of the highlights of the evening was a proclamation from
State of Michigan’s Governor Granholm presented to Master
Plumber Adrienne Bennett by Barbara Jean Johnson, Director of Community Affairs for the State of Michigan, in recognition of Adrienne’s achievements in her chosen career in the
plumbing
field. Adrienne
was Johnson
acknowledged
for being
our
John Nussbaum,
Barbara Jean
and Adrienne
Bennett
John
Nussbaum,
Barbara
Jean
Johnson
and
Adrienne Bennett
first female Training Center graduate licensed by the state.

Tom Lisowski and Bob Caraway
Tom Lisowski and Bob Caraway
Bill James, Jim Bruner, Adrienne Bennett

Joe Sposita, Rich
Gabor and
Dennis
Pasqual
withPasqual
Local 98
Jennifer Medford,
Tom Storey,
Gaile
FranzDedinas,
de RaadFranz de Raad
JoeLisowski
Sposita,
Rich
Gabor
and Dennis
with Local 98
Jennifer
Medford,
TomDedinas,
Storey,
Gaile
Tom
and Bob
Caraway
John Nussbaum,
Barbara
Jean Johnson
and Adrienne
Bennett
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John Nussbaum, Barbara Jean Johnson and Adrienne Bennett

Tom Lisowski and Bob Caraway

Jennifer Medford, Tom Storey, Gaile Dedinas, Franz de Raad

Joe Sposita, Rich Gabor and Dennis Pasqual with Local 98

Bill James III, Pete Molloy, Chris Fitch

Todd and Beth Hoyt, Sam Stanley
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LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

Greater Michigan PMCA
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LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS

Mid-Michigan MCA
KIRK
MYERS
RECEIVES
CONTRACTOR
3MCA
ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS
PARTYOF THE YEAR,
3MCA RECEIVES ASSOCIATION OF THE YEAR AWARD,
RANDY POTTS APPOINTED MPMCA SECRETARY AND
The Annual 3MCA Christmas Party was
3MCA OFFICE MOVES TO MASON
celebrated at the Battle Creek Country Club
on December 8, 2010 with over 70 attendees. 3MCA President Larry Gunthorpe and
his wife, Janet (left) hosted this year’s event,
which featured great food, prizes and fun
conversation.
Also pictured: Kirk and Robin Myers;
Scott Case and friend, Kathy; Tom and Connie
Joe and Frieda Michillizzi
Eifert; Charlie and Dawn Brannick; Russ and
Dorothy Smith;
Gerry and Barb Alchin; and
MPMCA’s Summer Conference & Annual Meeting on August 13-16, 2009
John and Linda
Reilly,
Sr.;Lodge
and Joe
and Freida
at the Great Wolf
in Traverse
City, MI awarded Kirk Myers of
Michillizzi.Myers Plumbing & Heating with the Contractor of the Year Award. Myers
& Heating,
founded
Kirk and Robin Myers, has been serving
3MCAPlumbing
would like
to thank
the by
following
the Mid-Michigan area for over 20 years. Kirk was nominated for this
sponsors for their gracious support:

Larry and Janet Gunthorpe

prestigious award by 3MCA’s Becky Brimley for his valuable contributions
to the association and the community. (Pictured top row: Kirk Myers with
MPMCA
President
Doug Wyrwicki, Chad and Kirk Myers and the Myers
ENERCO
Corporation
Family)

Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.
In addition, 3MCA received MPMCA’s Local Association of the Year
J.O. Galloup Company
Award for 3MCA’s activities that serve its membership, for the value that
the Hedrick
associationAssociates
adds to their communities, and the support of MPMCA
(Pictured left:
Doug Wyrwicki, Becky Brimley and Kirk Myers)
Victaulic
Kirkappointed
and Robin Myers
3MCA’s
MPMCASupply
Director, Randy Potts of John E. Green, was
Michigan
Secretary by MPMCA President Doug Wyrwicki. (Pictured left)

3MCA moved their office on July 1, 2009 and they celebrated the opening
of their new office at 901 S. Cedar Street, Suite 200, in Mason with a ribbon
cutting ceremony hosted by the Mason Chamber of Commerce on August
26, 2009. (Bottom pictures)

Russ and Dorothy Smith

Gerry and Barb Alchin
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Pictured right:
3MCA Executive
Director Becky
Brimley, former
3MCA President
Bob Caltrider,
3MCA President
Larry Gunthorpe
(cutting the ribbon)
and Stateand Dawn
Charlie
Representative Barb
Byrum.

Brannick

John and Linda Reilly, Sr.

Scott Case and friend, Kathy

Tom and Connie Eifert

MICHIGAN PLUMBING & MECHANICAL
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION
ORDER FORM
2009 MICHIGAN PLUMBING CODE – 2009 RESIDENTIAL CODE
2009 MICHIGAN MECHANICAL CODE
2009 INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE
(2009 International Fuel Gas Code used in conjunction with the 2009 Michigan Mechanical Code)

2009 Plumbing Code Commentary (does not include Michigan amendments)

MPMCA NON - Members Use the Chart to order your books.
Quantity
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________
_________

Item

Unit Price

2009 Michigan Plumbing Code
2009 Michigan Mechanical Code
2009 Michigan Residential Code
2009 Michigan Building Code
2009 Fuel Gas Code (Used with 2009 MI Mechanical Code)
2009 International Plumbing Code Commentary
2009 International Fuel Gas Code Commentary
2009 International Mechanical Code Commentary

Soft Cover
Soft Cover
Soft Cover
Soft Cover
Soft Cover
Soft Cover
Soft Cover
Soft Cover

$65.00
$65.00
$87.50
$102.50
$54.00
$73.00
$66.00
$73.00

Total
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______

Name_________________________________________ Phone ______________ Fax _______________
Company Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Street Address _____________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip _________________
E-mail address______________________________________________________________________

This Address is:
Payment:

Residential

Check (payable to MPMCA)

Business
MasterCard

Visa

No Debit Cards Accepted

Card # _______________________________ Customer Code ___ ___ ___ (last three numbers on back of card in signature panel)
Expiration Date _______________ Signature ________________________________________________
We need the complete address of where the credit card is billed.
Address & City ____________________________________ State _________Zip Code _______________

Mail or Fax to:

MPMCA, PO Box 13100, Lansing MI 48901
FAX: 517-484-5225 Phone: 517-484-5500

Order on line at www.mpmca.org using our secure online shopping cart.

**All Orders must include Shipping & Handling
$0 to $50.00 shipping charge = $18.75
$51.00 to $100.00 shipping charge = $21.00
$101.00 to $250.00 shipping charge = $23.25
$251.00 to $500.00 shipping charge = $25.50
$500.00 to $1,000.00 shipping charge = $31.00
Over $1000.00 call MPMCA for shipping charge.
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TOTAL BOOKS =
ADD 6% SALES TAX =

_____________
_____________

If you are tax exempt we need your tax exempt # enter on line above

SUB TOTAL =
ADD SHIPPING =

_____________
_____________

(*SEE CHART)

TOTAL ORDER =

_____________

Declined credit cards subject to a $25.00 service charge.

We’re Pioneering Sustainable
Pump Solutions for Saving Energy

STAR
PRODUCTS
GRUNDFOS
MAGNA
TPE
BoosterpaQ
SE

PACO
KP/KPH
LF
VL/VLS
VSM/VSMS
PACOFlo 9000
QDSC

Grundfos is putting sustainability first by pioneering
new and innovative technologies to help a growing
world conserve its precious water, energy, and other
natural resources.
Grundfos invests more financially than any other
pump manufacturer in developing energy-efficient
pumps and pumping systems.
> Permanent-magnet motors (ECM) reduce energy
consumption by up to 80% and contribute to
reduced CO2 emissions
> Intelligent-design electronic controls maximize
total energy savings
> “SMART” pump designs decrease operating and
maintenance costs
> Materials used to manufacture our pumps are 95%
recyclable at life cycle end
Grundfos is the best choice for providing
sustainable, energy-efficient pumps and
pumping systems to the commercial
buildings market.

Represented by:

HS/Buy Van Associates, Inc.

56 S. Squirrel Road • Auburn Hills, MI 48326
888-472-8982 • www.hsbuyvan.com
www.grundfos.com
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It’s Smooth Sailing for Busy Marina Bathhouses,
Thanks to Powerful, Reliable Macerating Plumbing
Lake Michigan marina outfits two floating, 600-square-foot bathhouses, each
with six bathrooms and a laundry room, and equipped with macerating plumbing
to avoid system failures during peak usage by the general public.
By Julie Reynolds
When the Hammond Marina on Lake Michigan
opened for the season in May 2009, boaters were
greeted with a pair of new dockside conveniences:
two floating bathhouses, each with six bathrooms
and a laundry room. You wouldn’t know it, looking
at them nestled into the dock today, but the ADAcompliant, 15-foot x 42-foot facilities were built in
a factory more than 400 miles away and trucked to
Indiana on an 18-wheeler.
Installing the bathhouses was a much-needed
upgrade to the main dock, and customer satisfaction was the project’s top priority for the Hammond
Port Authority. To help meet that goal, the authority
brought in Deborah Nattrass to oversee the complex
job. Nattrass is co-owner of Product Link, Inc. and
Nautical Nature, Inc., both of which specialize in
marina products in California and the Great Lakes
areas.
Through the years, Nattrass has overseen a
range of marine projects that involve installing
pump-out systems, docks, floating bathrooms and
floating houses. For the Hammond Marina, she recognized that
top-notch plumbing was key to customer satisfaction, so she
opted to use Saniplus macerating toilets from SFA Saniflo Inc. in
all 12 bathrooms, reducing the potential for clogging and other
plumbing problems that are common in public restrooms.
“This setup is unique,” says Hammond Harbormaster Keith
Carey. “I’m not sure a conventional toilet would have worked. If
not for the macerating pumps, I would foresee a lot of problems.”
Up to 1,000 People Daily: With more than 1,100 slips accommodating watercraft as large as 80 feet, Hammond’s is the
second largest publicly owned marina on Lake Michigan. Two
thirds of the marina’s customers will rely on the new facilities.
“On an average weekend, the marina will serve 800 to 1,000
people a day,” Carey says.
Adds Nattrass, “I’ve heard of harbormasters saying public
baths can be a headache for marina operators, so we try to prevent
that. Whenever you do a marina project, it’s good to have macerating plumbing, because you don’t want any issues with a floating
structure. Saniflo makes the bathroom error-proof.”
“First-Class Units”: The late Charlie Stricker, former head
of operations and maintenance for the Hammond Port Authority,
conceived the project. He wanted to avoid building more structures that would block the view of the shoreline, and building on
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Each of the two bathhouses weighs
39,000 pounds. A crane was used to
place the structures onto the floats
designed and built by Merco Marine.

pilings didn’t achieve the aesthetic the authority wanted. “After
looking at a number of options, Charlie worked with Nattrass to
come up with the modular bathhouses, which look more like the
other structures in the marina,” explains Carey, who took over the
project after Stricker passed away.
Nattrass had the challenging job of pulling together and
supervising multiple subcontractors to carry out the complex
project. She contracted with Merco Marine of Wellsburg, W. Va.,
to supply the platform, floats and decking to support the structures at the Marina’s dock. Jon Meriwether started Merco Marine
in 1979 as a part-time operation with his son. Today, the company
operates from a five-acre manufacturing plant, offering a wide
array of marine products.
It took nine truckloads to transport the float materials to
Hammond. Meriwether’s company supplied the float, platform,
metal truss frames and decking. “Each bathhouse weighs 39,000
pounds,” he says. “To support them, we built units 130 feet long
and 30 feet wide, with 330,000 pounds of flotation. We designed
the float so that it sits slightly below the dock. These are firstclass units.”
Meriwether, who lives in a floating house himself, was
already familiar with macerating systems. In fact, his company
now offers a new floating-restroom product that also features the
Saniplus toilet. “I’m using maceration because I don’t want the

plumbing to clog up,” he says.
It was Meriwether who researched builders for the project,
helping Nattrass settle on Modular One in Pulaski, Tenn. That
company system-built the bathhouses on-site and handled their
transport to Indiana.
Early on, macerating toilets emerged as a key to the project’s
success. “I’ve sold floating structures previously, and Saniflo
macerating products have the best name and reputation. They are
excellent for marine application,” Nattrass explains. “When you
have a boating community with lots of people, you don’t want
any plumbing problems. A regular toilet wouldn’t be sufficient in
that type of application.”
Nattrass recommended using Saniflo’s Saniplus model,
which has a built-in grinder, thus “eliminating anything that’s
coming off that structure that could back up the system,” she explains. Using small-diameter discharge piping, the Saniplus can
pump effluent 15 feet vertically and 150 feet horizontally.
Even that considerable pumping distance falls well short of
Hammond Marina’s unusual plumbing configuration, which requires effluent to be pumped 900 feet from the dock to the sewer.
Each Saniplus toilet therefore connects to a floating tank. When
the tank is filled, the contents are pumped to a larger lift station,
which then pumps it to the sewer.
“The plumbing is kind of a complicated, two-stage setup,”
says Carey. “The grinders seem to do a very good job of breaking down the paper and other solids to allow them to pass easily
through the pumps.”

Carey notes that some of the other pumps in the marina have
to be cleaned once a month, adding: “I don’t foresee any maintenance issues like that with the two new macerating systems.”
From Pulaski to Hammond: The bathhouses were fully
constructed in Pulaski, with the exception of some exterior finish
work done after they were placed onto Meriwether’s floats in the
marina. Each bathroom has a toilet, sink and shower, and each
bathhouse has two handicapped-accessible bathrooms. A laundry
room and a mechanical room round out each facility.
The entire construction project took under three weeks, with
Modular One’s plumbers installing the Saniflo systems. General
manager Tripp Weigel was not familiar with macerating plumbing prior to the project. “We were a little nervous about macerating plumbing, but it was a fairly easy and simple installation.”
Meriwether recommends installing macerating technology
in public restrooms that are heavily used on weekends. “We’ve
had a positive experience with macerating toilets,” he says.
“There’s a call for these in state parks and private marinas. We
sell them all over the country.”
“We’ll definitely go with maceration when we do more of
these boathouses,” Nattrass agrees. “Saniflo has a great name out
there, and their products are very user-friendly, easy to operate
and easy to maintain.”
For harbormaster Carey, the proof was in his customers’
response. “I’ve been talking to all of our customers, and the feedback has been outstanding,” he says. “That’s what we’re here for
— to please them and serve them. If they’re happy, I’m happy.”

53
YEARS
EXPERIENCE

The original plumbing solution since 1958

Install a bathroom anywhere you need!
SANIPLUS

¾” discharge pipe
Garages

Basements

Under the stairs

3 inlets (toilet, shower/bath and
sink)
Extension pipe available to hide
the product and piping behind
the wall
Pre-assembled with check valves
included
Pumping distance of up to 15’
vertically or 150’ horizontally
Above-the-floor installation

Pool houses

1-800-571-8191
www.saniflo.com
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Train to Install a Tankless
Water Heater With an AIAand NAHB-Certified Course.

The U.S. Department of
Energy estimates that
approximately 20 percent of
a home’s energy costs are
spent heating hot water.

Train With Us to Deliver
Optimized Home Heating.
The average life expectancy
of a tankless unit is 20 years,
twice that of a standard model.

A tankless unit can
save a homeowner
12–15 sq. ft. compared
with a cumbersome,
50-gallon standard
electric unit.

Want toWant
know
your
homeowner’s energy
costs
aresystem?
going? It
Just
turn the
towhere
install the
strongest-performing
home
heating
depends
on
hot-water
faucet.
No wonder
electric
water
heaters
don’t qualify
forheating
the federal
Energy
Star
where
you stand.
Literally.
A new
study
on comparative
home
reveals
how system
program performance
or most valuable
incentives
the wayenergy
propane
water heaters do. Not only can
variestax
depending
on location,
andtankless
appliances.
tankless units slash a homeowner’s monthly utility bill, they can also slash a home’s carbon footprint.
Learn all about it and earn CEU credits by taking our free AIA- and NAHB-approved
Comparative
Home Heating course
www.buildwithpropane.com/training.
Train to build
more energy-efficient
homesatand
earn CEU credits: Take our AIA- and NAHB-certified

Propane Tankless Water Heating course at buildwithpropane.com/training.

Find a propane retailer at
www.usemichiganpropane.com
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Federated Mutual Insurance Company
Federated Service Insurance Company®
Federated Life Insurance Company
Home Office: 121 East Park Square • Owatonna, Minnesota 55060
Phone: (507) 455-5200 • www.federatedinsurance.com
*Federated Service Company is not licensed in the states of NH, NJ, RI, and VT.

For more information contact:
TARGET SALES
1535 N Leroy St, Ste B, Fenton, MI 48430
PHONE: (810) 629-4147
FAX: (810) 629-5722
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What do the Beach Boys,
Mickey Mouse, and
T&S low-lead faucets
have in common?

They all got their start in California, and they all swept the nation. Although
California led the way with the AB1953 legislation mandating low-lead
faucets, it’s only a matter of time until they are required in all states. And T&S
is ready — all of our faucets are low-lead compliant and are available across
the country. And, as always, T&S faucets are as rugged and reliable as they
come, and meet the requirements of the Buy America Act. Contact your sales
rep for more information.
Mickey Mouse® and the Beach Boys® are trademarks of Disney Enterprises, Inc. and Brothers Records, Inc., respectively, and T&S Brass has no affiliation with either such entity.

TSB-437 Low Lead PHCC Ad PUBS.indd 8
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contributing
to LEED
certification
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T&S plumbing products represented in Michigan by:
Diversified Spec Sales - 248-398-2400
Process & Mechanical Systems, Inc. - 262-691-9991
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It’s hard to beat a solid track record. As we start our second million, we know success breeds
imitators. Other similar valves will hit the market, but they have a lot of catching up to do before
they achieve the reliable performance and stellar reputation of The Bradford White ICON System™.
Having the well tested, proven technology of over one million

intelligent gas control valve sold exclusively through

Bradford White ICON System water heaters in the field is a

plumbing professionals.

statistic you and your business can depend upon.

Bradford White would like to thank all of

If you haven’t tried the ICON system, here’s another

you who have embraced this innovative

reason to make the switch. The Bradford White

technology and made the ICON System the

ICON System remains the only “wholesale only”

incredible success it has become.

www.bradfordwhite.com

|

Built to be the Best™
©2010, Bradford White Corporation. All rights reserved.

|

To Find A Wholesaler Call

800.523.2931

MPMCA
PO Box 13100
Lansing, MI 48901
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Fort Worth, Texas

H2OhNo...
You forgot to disconnect the hose!

Don’t worry. It’s a Woodford Model 19. With its patented
anti-rupture, anti-siphon and anti-worry technology, the Woodford Model 19
allows for expansion when the temperature drops below freezing, protecting the
faucet and preventing costly repairs. That means homeowners are safe if they
forget to disconnect the hose, even during freezing weather. With the Woodford
Model 19, the freeze is one less thing to worry about.
For more information, visit WoodfordMfg.com.

The choice of professionals.

